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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To produce the titled foam having excellent 
hydrophilicity, water absorptivity, water retentivity, 
chemical resistance and mechanical strength, by 
depositing an acetalized modified PVA on the surface of 
an open-cell foam and incorporating it in the voids of 
the foam. 

CONSTITUTION: An unsaturated carboxylic acid such as 
maleic acid or its derivative and vinyl acetate are 
copolymerized, and the resulting copolymer is saponified 
to obtain a modified PVA having a degree of 



saponification of 50mol% or above. An acid such as 
sulfuric acid and an aldehyde such as formaldehyde are 
added to an aq. soln. of said modified PVA. An open-cell 
foam (e.g. poly u ret hane) having an expansion ratio of 
5W70 and an open cell rate of 70% or below is immersed 
in said aq. soln. and a pressing-relaxing operation is 
repeated to impregnate the foam with said aq. soln. An 
acetalization reaction is then carried out at 30W80°C 
for several hr to several tens of hr to form an 
acetalized modified PVA on the surface of the foam and 
within the voids thereof. The resulting foam is brought 
into contact with an aq. alkaline soln. having a pH of 9 
or above. 
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